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ENJOY SPECIAL OFFERS FROM POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO.  

Go to paysbig.com/golf in March and take advantage of a golf discount  
and gambling offers. Plus, after hitting the greens, stay awhile and enjoy 
a discounted room rate at one of our partner hotels. 

GO TO 

PAYSBIG.COM/GOLF 

FOR ALL THE OFFER DETAILS.

VISIT PAYSBIG.COM/GOLF

DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE

1721 WEST CANAL STREET • MILWAUKEE, WI 53233 • 1-800-PAYSBIG • PAYSBIG.COM 

MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD AND A FIRE KEEPER’S CLUB

®
 MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE • MEMBERSHIP IS FREE • WINNERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TAXES • MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS 

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-426-2535

©2012 FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN

HAVE A SMART PHONE?  

Use your 2D Code Application  

to view the current offer.

Golf Chicago 2012 ad.indd   1 1/27/12   2:38 PM

*Excludes tax and lodging. Offer valid March 1–May 13, 2012. Two-day package: Ross Bridge available at rack rate. Three-day package: Ross Bridge available at 20% off rack rate. Specials cannot be combined with other discounts. 
Specials do not include play at Lakewood Golf Club. $10 surcharge for each round on the Judge at Capitol Hill. Reservations must be arranged at least 7 days prior to arrival. Some restrictions may apply. Offers subject to change.

Incredible golf doesn’t have to cost incredible money. Play Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail this spring and 
get two rounds of golf per day, cart and unlimited range balls–all for a price that makes you feel like living large. 

Choose your spring special and book today. Call 1.800.949.4444 or visit rtjgolf.com.   facebook.com/rtjgolf   twitter.com/rtjgolf

IT’S ABOUT ULTIMATE GOLF, 
NOT ULTIMATE PRICE.
IT’S ABOUT ULTIMATE GOLF, 
NOT ULTIMATE PRICE.
IT’S ABOUT ULTIMATE GOLF, 
NOT ULTIMATE PRICE.
»» PLAY 2 DAYS OF UNLIMITED GOLF FOR $252 OR 3 DAYS FOR JUST $348* «« 

Celebrating 20 years of world-class golf.

RTJ490UltimateSPRING_GolfChicago.indd   1 12/13/11   10:48 AM
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Notes from Greg and Dave

Is the apocalypse near? Although we hope not, we can’t help but notice 
golf has had some puzzling events during our off-season. The USGA and 

R&A organizations have adjusted a few rules and clarified a couple others. To 

summarize, they have given golfers a little more wiggle room in the bunkers, 

adjusted the scorecard effect of a ball blown (by the wind, not your opponent) 

off the green, and removed the DQ death penalty if a player unknowingly 

breaks certain rules. Ask your local PGA Professional for the details; it may save 

you a few tallies on the scorecard.

 More from the scroll of oddity, the ultraexclusive boys club at Butler National 

is preparing to introduce their first female members. Has the membership seen 

the light of gender equity? Possibly, but this move has more to do with landing 

a major from the PGA Tour. Speaking of majors…The BMW Championship is 

moving to Conway 

Farms in 2013. For 

Chicagoans, this 

is the equivalent 

of a steady shower 

of frogs and sala-

manders. While 

the Windy City’s 

major was at Cog 

Hill, it survived 

numerous sponsor-

ship changes and 

a major bump in 

the Tour’s sched-

ule, but the crowds 

always flocked 

to Lemont to see 

the best players in the world at the Jemsek family’s fan-friendly, family-friendly 

event. Yet, when you toss a few negative comments in the pot from spoiled mil-

lionaires who golf for a living…Joe Public golfer loses. Chicagoland, America’s 

champion of public golf, has had her only PGA Tour event relocate to a private 

club. It is enough to make your skin rise with boils, eh? 

 If you have lost count, this is GOLFChicago Magazine’s 16th season. We are 

excited and proud to be Chicago’s premier golf publication. We have a new face 

on our team this season. Jim Owczarski will be bringing you divots from the 

professional tours. Jim’s talents will also be seen in features and op/ed columns 

throughout the year. Welcome aboard, Jimmy!

 We are counting the weeks until we can stroll the fairways, so grab a bucket of 

soapy water and clean those grooves. This year, everyone tees it up with a clean 

slate and elevated expectations. For 2012, GOLFChicago Magazine promises to 

continue to bring you enhanced golfing experiences between the covers.

Luke Donald  Photo: Mizuno Cover Photo: Mizuno

Throughout each of the three 
playing seasons, SentryWorld 
is a golfer’s dream. With five 
different tees to choose from, 
playing SentryWorld can be  
as challenging as you want  
it to be.

For reservations, call the 
Pro Shop at 1-866-479-6753

WORLD-CLASS GOLF
a short drive away

SentryWorld has been 
ranked #7 in Golf Digest’s 
Best in State rankings

601 North Michigan Avenue 
Stevens Point, WI 54481

sentryworld.com
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Greetings Fellow Golfers, Welcome to the 29th annual Chicago Golf Show.
Every year around this time, Chicago area golfers 

start to get the itch to get back on the links.  
And from that collective golf-loving impulse flows 

the ongoing success of the Chicago Golf Show.
Hard to believe it has been almost three decades.  The 

show owes its success to the thousands of golfers who 

attend each year and to the hundreds of exhibitors who 

choose our venue to connect with customers old and 

new.  We thank you one and all and commit to do our 

best to earn your continued loyalty.Every year we try to make the show special; this year is no different.

For the third consecutive year, everyone who visits the Chicago Golf Show can get a free round 

of golf courtesy of GolfVisions, which operates 12 courses in the Chicago area.  You can choose 

to play whichever course you’d like.  And this year, Golfvisions’ courses will honor as many 

as four coupons per foursome!  Yes, folks, everyone in your group can play for free, thanks to 

GolfVisions’ owner Tim Miles, who initiated the new “no restrictions” policy this year.

This year, we are honored to have an incredible line up of speakers on our Daily Herald Golf 

Academy Main Stage.  Former Masters champion Craig Stadler, three-time Ryder Cup star Chip 

Beck, and young Mark Murphy, winner of the Golf Channel reality series Big Break Ireland, will 

headline an always-compelling group.Golf equipment companies will allow you to test their latest clubs at the Swan Lake Resort Demo 

Day area.  Get fitted for a new set today!
We thank the Illinois PGA for its continued support.  Every year, dozens of Illinois PGA 

members provide free lessons in the full-swing, short game and putting to help our attendees 

enjoy the game more.  It is a feature of the show that we and our attendees truly appreciate.

We hope the 2012 Chicago Golf Show is an enjoyable kickoff for a great golf season!

Sincerely,

Tom CorcoranPresidentChicago Golf Show 

Photos: CharlesCherneyPhotography.com
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The Good Stuff

New Products
All-Terrain Traction

The latest addition to adidas’ TOUR360 golf shoe 
line is also the company’s most technologically 
advanced performance shoe. The 2012 
edition of TOUR360 ATV enhances flexibility 
and traction to deliver stability from just 
about any awkward lie on the course. The 
ATV’s multiple flex points adapt to any 
surface and any lie; moreover, during wet 

conditions the ATV promotes sure-footedness 
and a solid platform to launch your next shot.

   With a premium leather upper and FitFoam 
insole, comfort right-out-of-the-box should be 

expected. The company’s ThinTech, low profile design 
will keep your feet close to the ground for added 
power, stability, and balance.
   Tour360 ATV carries a two-year waterproof 

warranty and is available in medium and wide 
widths. There are also six color options.

$190   www.adidasgolf.com

A New Breed of Rangefinder
Bushnell’s Hybrid Golf Rangefinder is a combination laser and GPS hand-held 
unit. Forget about subscribing to a GPS service, or loading courses before 
a round of golf; this rangefinder has over 16,000 courses pre-loaded, and 
gives accurate, at-a-glance distances to the front, center, and back of the 
green. The laser distance gives golfers the option to shoot yardages to water 
hazards, fairway runoffs, or any other specific feature on a golf course. 
During our test drive, we quickly appreciated the Hybrid’s flexibility. Our 
off-season shot dispersions took us into the woods and adjacent fairways. 
The laser distance feature was a key element to saving par. At times we 
were shooting distances to the fairway as an escape from wooded strands. 
When we sprayed it off the tee to an adjacent fairway, the GPS took the 
guesswork out of club selection. Bushnell’s Hybrid was also a welcomed 
blessing for “cart path only” rounds. 
 This device is as easy as a tap in putt; moreover, Bushnell is trusted by the 
best players in the world – they are the #1 laser rangefinders on the PGA Tour.
$499   www.bushnellgolf.com

The Best Just Got Better
Bridgestone’s elite B330 series is introducing a dramatic 
cover change to their high performance golf ball 
family. The new Dual Dimple Technology promises to 
improve feel/spin, distance, and durability. The newly 
formulated mantle materials help to reduce sidespin on 
full shots, while maintaining a soft feel on, and around, 
the green. 
 The Tour models, B330 and B330-S, are Tour-
proven performers, but the B330 family has earned a 
dedicated following of players with their 
B330-RX and B330-RXS golf balls. 
Using the data of 150,000 amateur 
golfers from Bridgestone’s Ball 
Fitting program, the B33o-RX series 
was designed to give golfers with 
slow to moderate swing speeds 
the benefits of tour golf balls. What 
the company accomplished is a ball 
that will compress with swing speeds 
under 105 mph. It just does not get any 
better than the RX for players that cannot swing 
a golf club into three-digit speeds.
$45/dozen   www.bridgestonegolf.com

I Scream, You Scream
We all scream for ice cream! And most of us pay 
for it with a closet full of pants that are snug by the 
beginning of golf season. Artic Zero lessens the 
penance for guilty pleasures with gluten-free, fat-free, 
high-fiber, and low-sugar frozen pleasures. Each 
delicious pint contains less that 150 calories. Yes! Artic 
Zero offers eight flavors that include mint chocolate 
cookie and chocolate peanut butter, not to mention 
seasonal flavors. Our favorite was vanilla maple, but 
there is not a bogey in the lot. Each pint contains 
natural and organic ingredients, and is a low glycemic 
option for individuals with Type 2 diabetes. Most 
people who are lactose intolerant can also enjoy Artic 
Zero. Available at select Chicagoland grocers.
$3.50 - $5   www.myarticzero.com

Ready to Launch
RocketBallz from TaylorMade has activated your 
launch sequence with a lightweight and adjustable 
driver that will take your game to parts unknown on 
the fairway. Jason Day and Camilo 
Villegas have already put the 
new RocketBallz driver in 
their golf bags. The RBZ 
driver is designed for a 
variety of players with 
TaylorMade’s Flight 
Control Technology, 
which can promote up to 
60 yards of side-to-side 
trajectory adjustment. 
 The 50-gram RBZ 
SuperFast Matrix Ozik 
XCON 5 shaft and 
aerodynamic clubhead 
promote more speed 
in your swing. That 
combination of adjustments 
and weight could change 
your game. The white crown 
also provides a visual aid 
for alignment and actually 
appears 2% larger at address. 
 RocketBallz Speed 
drivers are on the launch 
pad at most golf retailers, 
so go test drive one today 
and send your drives into 
new atmospheres.
$299   www.tmag.com
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The Pelz Golf Institute has conducted a 
comparative analysis of professional vs. 

amateur play from sand. The results paint a 
vivid picture of where amateurs (at varying 
handicap levels) are skill-wise compared to 
the pros, and what they need to do to effec-
tively improve their games.
 Working with the PGA Tour ShotLink 
staff (using their data collection hardware 
and software), we tracked hundreds of ama-
teurs’ play under tournament conditions 
at the annual golf.com World Amateur 
Handicap Championship. I’d like to share 
one aspect of this research with you: how 
pros deal with greenside sand shots com-
pared to amateurs, and how understanding 
this difference might help your sand game. 
The data shows pros leave greenside sand 
shots, on average, less than 10 feet from the 
cup (on the green, with a chance for one-
putt), while amateurs leave the same shots 
19 to 26 feet from the hole, many of which 

Know Your Strengths 
for Better Sand Play

Short  
Game  

Advisor

Dave Pelz

INSTRUCTION

are in the sand again or in some other kind 
of trouble.
 Pros, like Phil Mickelson, accomplish 
hitting behind the ball in sand by standing 
farther behind the ball (positioning the ball 
farther forward in their stance), while using 
their normal wedge swing. When you’re 
practicing and working on your sand game, 
you should use your normal wedge swing as 
a “reference swing.”
 Amateurs we have watched do the oppo-
site. They keep the ball in the normal place 
in their stance, and change their swing to 
hit behind the ball. This causes awkward 
swings that have different shapes, speeds 
and follow-throughs, and yields a variety 
of inconsistent results. 
 My suggestion for your future sand play 
is as follows: from a grassy spot outside the 
bunker always make a normal wedge swing 
and note where your divot occurs (some-
where near the center of your stance). Now 

assume this same swing will serve as your 
sand swing. As you step into the sand, posi-
tion the ball forward in your stance (up at 
the instep of your front foot) so your same 
normal divot will start in the sand behind 
the ball. This will cause your club to hit 
behind the ball as consistently as you hit 
normal wedge shots solidly from grass. If 
you also lay your wedge face open in the 
sand, the club will scoot under the ball, 
spinning it up and onto the green. Aim 
your sand shots to a spot on the green (not 
necessarily at the f lagstick) that leaves you 
extra space to stay out of trouble. It makes 
sense that Tour pros aim dead at the f lag 
since they usually hit it to less than 10 feet. 
When you practice as much as they do, you 
can aim there, too! 
 For now, aim to spots that give you more 
green to work with and take hazards (shot-
adding situations) out of play. I think it will 
save you strokes. 
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California Dreaming

A  
West 
Coast 
Swing 
in 
Luxury

by  
Dave  
Weretka  
with  
Jim  
Owczarski

Apologies to the great state 

of Hawaii and its season-

opening PGA Tour events, 

but for most golfers – 

professionals and amateurs 

alike – the golf season truly 

begins with a sun-splashed 

stretch of tournaments 

up the coastline from La 

Jolla to Pebble Beach in 

California, long known as 

the Tour’s West Coast Swing.

For those Midwest golfers who would like to 
escape the shovel season and experience 
the Tour life, if only for a few days, a trio of 
championship-caliber layouts and award-
winning resorts await for you to live your own 
California dream. A left coast swing is the 
best coast for golfers looking to be pampered 
on and off the course. 

The Resort at Pelican Hill
In Newport Beach, just an hour away from 
the site of the Northern Trust Open, snowbirds 
can settle in at The Resort at Pelican Hill, a 
facility voted the number one resort in the 
country by Conde Nast Traveler Magazine.
 The Resort at Pelican Hill features two orig-
inal routes designed by Tom Fazio, the Ocean 
North and Ocean South, which cover about 
400 acres. The South was opened in 1991 and 
plays to a par 70 at 6,580 yards while the 
North can stretch to almost 7,000 yards and 
plays to a par 71. Both courses were ranked 
by Golf Digest as two of the country’s “100 
greatest public golf courses 2011/2012.”
 The Pacific can be seen from every tee box 
on the North, including on the mind-numbing 
par 5 17th, a sweeping, downhill journey that 
angles to the ocean, making the player feel 
as if the ocean is awaiting an approach that 
is too long.
 Lending to the tour-like feel of these 
Oceanside layouts is the presence of white 
jumpsuited forecaddies in every group, a 
luxury included in nearly every tee time.
 The South course features the par 3, 13th 
hole, which has five tee boxes and two green 
complexes separated by bunkering and 
framed by trees.
 The club also allows access to a third 
Fazio-designed venue, the Oak Creek Golf 
Club.
 For those who want to work out the winter 
moth balls before teeing it up, The Resort 
at Pelican Hill offers training and lessons at 
the Pelican Hill Golf Academy. Glenn Deck is 
a Pelican Hill institution, having been at the 
resort since its opening two decades ago. He 
has the perfect teaching for resort guests, 
offering up simple adjustments that are easy 
to follow and practice.
 Off the course, The Resort at Pelican Hill 
offers a bevy of accommodation packages 
for players and non-players alike. On site 
dining options include the Coliseum Pool & 
Grill, Pelican Grill, and Andrea. Andrea is the 
resort’s fine Italian dining option, and the 
chefs leave no stone unturned in bringing you 
the freshest pasta dishes, with orders com-
ing straight out of a temperature-controlled 
pasta room. The resort also offers Caffèe in The Resort at Pelican Hill
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the main hotel and Caffèe II out on the golf 
courses. Pelican Hill has a Forbes Five-Star 
spa with 22 private treatment rooms, full sa-
lon, and an Acqua Colonnade that provides 
access to an herbal steam room, sauna, and 
whirlpool. The colonnade is complimentary to 
all resort guests and day spa guests receiving 
spa treatments. Day treatments and retreats 
change regularly on the season as well.
 The Resort at Pelican Hill offers lodging in 
the Bungalow Guest Rooms & Suites as well 
as The Villa Club, which features North & 
South villas that include a private clubhouse, 
infinity pool, whirlpool spa, and a children’s 
wading pool. 
 An option available to those wishing to 
extend their stay – perhaps even months – 
can be found at the Villas. Additional features 
include the personal touch of a butler, as well 
as housekeeping and turndown services.
 You can learn more about The Resort at 
Pelican Hill on its web site at www.pelicanhill.
com or contact its staff at 1-800-820-6800.

La Costa Resort and Spa
About 30 minutes up the coast from the 
Farmers Insurance Open in the foothills of 
Carlsbad, golfers will find the La Costa Resort 
and Spa, which is home to the first resort spa 
in the country, as well as two 18-hole layouts 
that are welcoming some of the resort’s first 
golfers since a major renovation project over-
seen by Pascuzzo & Pate Golf Course Design.
 The renovation was part of a larger $50 
million project on the property, and every hole 
on the Champions Course (formerly the North 
Course) — as well as the opening and closing 
holes on each nine of the South Course — 
were touched.
 An original Dick Wilson design, the 
Champions now stretches 7,172 yards from the 
tips and plays to a par 72. The trio of Damian 
Pascuzzo, Steve Pate, and Jeff Brauer replaced 
every green on the Champions, repositioned 
bunkers and amended the course’s grassing 
to help conserve water. To make the course 
more attractive to families, “family tees” were 
added. The addition of the family tees goes 
along with the designer’s mindset of bringing 
some fun back into the game. 
 Two examples are the dogleg par 4 9th 
hole and the short par 4 16th. Heading into 
the clubhouse, No. 9 lets a player decide how 
much of the dogleg right they want to bite off 
by playing the tee shot over a water hazard. 
The elbow of the fairway is protected by sev-
eral bunkers in case a player wants to play it 
safe and straight. The approach is uphill and 
the green is protected by a bunker, so club 
selection is key.

The Resort at Pelican Hill

The Resort at Pelican Hill
South Course Hole 18

The Resort at Pelican Hill
North Course Hole 17
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 The 16th hole is a short, drivable par 4 that 
is a true risk-reward hole as it measures less 
than 300 yards from the white tees, just 317 
from the blue. The tee shot is visually decep-
tive, with mature trees framing the trajectory 
and a water hazard that winds along the tee 
box, giving the look of a much tighter tee shot 
than it is. Five bunkers are placed around 
the fairway and green to collect tee shots, 
and the green is protected further by a water 
hazard behind it. A birdie can be had, but the 
architects really make you think about how to 
go about carding it.
 And if you’re looking to see the best of the 
women’s game, the LPGA Tour returns to the 
LaCosta Resort and Spa from March 19-25 for 
the Kia Classic. Fans can visit www.kiaclassic.
com for tickets and tournament information.
 The South is also a Wilson creation, playing 
to a par 72 at 7,077 yards. A full-service golf 
academy is also on site to help tune up your 
game before – or after – you hit the links.
 The golf courses weren’t the only parts 
of the resort that have been renovated, as 
all 611 guest rooms, suites, and luxury villas 
were touched in 2011. There are four dining 
options, ranging from fine dining to the new 
adults-only Diversions Sports Lounge, offer-
ing a relaxed setting in which to calculate the 
low – and high – numbers recorded during 
the day. The lounge features large televisions 
to catch up on the day’s sports action, as 
well as offering the ability to wind down even 
further with views that overlook a pool and 
the golf courses. A world-class tennis facility 
is there on site as well for those wishing to 
get a different kind of swing in. The clay and 
hard court surfaces have hosted the Women’s 
Professional Tennis Tour. Also on site is The 
Chopra Center, founded by philosopher and 
health expert Dr. Deepak Chopra.
 The Spa at La Costa features 
28,000-square feet of indoor space and a 
15,000-square foot outdoor courtyard.
 Travelers can contact the resort at www.
lacosta.com and by calling 1-800-854-5000.

La Quinta Resort & Club
More sunshine daydreams can be found in La 
Quinta, home of La Quinta Resort & Club as 
well as the PGA Tour’s Humana Challenge, an 
event that has been revitalized by President 
Bill Clinton. The President, an avid golfer, re-
energized the Tour stop long known as the Bob 
Hope Classic as The Clinton Foundation and 
Humana signed an eight-year partnership that 
began this year. While drawing some notable 
names back to the event, Clinton and Humana 
seek to encourage and promote healthier liv-
ing on and off the golf course.

La Costa Champions Course Hole 11

La Costa Champions Course Hole 13

PGA West Greg Norman Course Hole 11
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 La Quinta Resort features a handful of golfing 
options for the traveler, beginning with two Pete 
Dye routes at the resort. Dye, known for major 
championship venues, created the Mountain 
Course and the Dunes Course. The Mountain 
weaves through rock forms that can awe and 
intimidate, and features elevation changes and 
pot bunkers that will inspire and challenge. 
Before teeing off, make sure the camera is as 
easily accessible as your tees. One of GOLF 
Magazine’s “Top 100 You Can Play,” the Mountain 
tips out at 6,732 yards and plays to a par 72.
 Afford yourself a couple of minutes to trek 
back to the tips on No. 6, as the Santa Rosa 
mountains line the horizon in a stunning view. 
The Dunes course is just the opposite, using 
the mountains as stunning backdrop as you 
play through palm trees and navigate around 
bunkers and water hazards. The Dunes plays to 
6,712 yards and a par 72 as well.
 The resort also includes three champion-
ship golf courses at PGA WEST, including the 
TPC Stadium Course, another Dye creation that 
hosts the PGA Tour Qualifying School Finals. 
Jack Nicklaus and Greg Norman have also de-
signed challenging, championship-level layouts 
at PGA WEST, with Nicklaus’ design affording 
golfers unique decisions off the tee with split 
fairways. The Golden Bear’s layout rewards 
a player for executing the right tee shots and 
more aggressive lines.
 Not quite ready to tackle those courses 
after a few weeks of shoveling? Then visit the 
Jim McLean Golf School. McLean is a world-
renowned instructor. Call 760-777-4838 to 
book lessons.
 The resort also features tennis and spa and 
wellness options for travelers and six different 
dining options. The Adobe Grill is a must-stop 
for authentic Mexican cuisine, and the res-
taurant features a master tequilero who can 
create a signature margarita from any of the 
100 tequilas on site. Have a late afternoon tee 
time? Be sure to get a haircut, shave, and a 
fine smoke at the Havana Club Cigar Lounge 
to calm your nerves.
 Lodging includes several different adobe 
casitas, suites, and spa villas, as well as private 
residences available for sale or lease. As you 
meander through the property, be sure to enjoy 
the variety of citrus trees sprinkled about the 
property, as well as the waterfall patio.
 To reach LaQuinta Resort & Club visit www.
laquintaresort.com or call 1-800-598-3828. 
 The golf season may be a few months away 
for players in Chicago, but the posh pamper-
ing and immaculate fairways that await at 
Pelican Hill, LaCosta, and La Quinta resorts 
is enough to make anyone want to store the 
shovel for a few days.

La Quinta Plaza

PGA West TPC Stadium Hole 17

PGA West Greg Norman Course Hole 17
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Mistwood GC Launches Major 
Facelift
It is nearly impossible not to like architect 
Ray Hearn. His infectious smile and easy 
laugh almost overshadow his meticulous 
eye for detail and his talent for designing 
fun and interesting golf courses. For the 
second time in three years, Hearn has 
taken on the task of renovating one of his 
earlier projects. Mistwood Golf Club, one 
of the premier public golf facilities in the 
Chicagoland area, is undergoing a major 
renovation project that includes significant 
course construction, the addition of a new 
learning center, and plans for a future 
clubhouse. The renovations started in 
August of 2011 and the course is scheduled 
to re-open in May.
 Owner Jim McWethy made the 
decision to completely revamp the 
facility—not an easy one during trying 
economic times. He felt that his goal of 
creating a destination golf experience for 
golfers in Chicago and the Midwest could 
only be accomplished with sweeping 
changes across all aspects of the complex. 
“A big part of this renovation is due to my 
love of the game,” McWethy admitted. “By 

White Pines Golf Dome Continues to Draw Area Golfers
The Chicagoland area is blessed with a wide array of high quality 
indoor driving ranges to help get us through the off-season. White 
Pines Golf Dome in Bensenville owes its success over the past two 
decades to offering the best of two worlds: a great golf experience and 
a fun atmosphere for hanging out with new and old friends. Located 
in Bensenville on the grounds of White Pines Golf Course, the 100-
yard wide x 100-yard long x 100-foot high facility attracts both serious 
golfers and casual players. While 
most come to hone their swings 
on one of the 50 hitting stations 
that line the dome, others enjoy 
the club demo days held regularly 
throughout the fall and winter, or to 
test their skills on the dome’s state-
of-the-art golf simulator. Still others 
come to receive lessons from a long 
list of top area PGA professionals 
who call the dome home during 
winters.
 Owner Mike Munro has 
operated the facility since it 
opened. “The goal is to give our 
guests a great experience that’s 
so enjoyable that they’ll bring 
their friends back with on the 

next visit,” he says. “We have become a regular local gathering place 
throughout the winter months. Unlike so many multi-use domes 
around the country, ours was built strictly for golf. It was built taller 
to better suit the height of a typical golf shot.”
 The fully heated facility is highlighted by target greens and 
suspended targets 10-foot wide and 10-foot tall; a contoured 
practice putting green, and free use of clubs.
 Discount passes and group rates are available. Golfers aspiring to 

lengthen their games for the off-
season should consider a lesson 
from Marty Joyce, one of the 
country’s legendary long driving 
champions who keeps regular 
hours at the dome.
 White Pines Golf Dome is 
located one mile west of York 
Road on Jefferson Avenue. The 
facility was ranked among the 
top 10 nationally for the 8th 
consecutive year. Hours are 7 a.m. 
until 11 p.m. The dome is up until 
May 1. Food and beverages and 
clubhouse access are available. 
For more information, call 630-
766-0304, ext. 5 or visit www.
whitepinesgolfdome.com

expanding, we are running counter to the 
rest of the golf world.” 
 The remodeling of Mistwood is being 
performed in three phases. The first phase is 
the golf course construction, which included 
lengthening the course to over 7,000 yards 
and making improvements to every hole. 
The second phase will be the construction of 
the learning center. The original clubhouse 
and cart barn will be torn down as soon 
as the learning center is completed. It will 
feature spacious indoor and outdoor hitting 
stations, a practice putting green, state of the 
art computer analysis, and golf simulators. 

Initially though, it will double as Mistwood’s 
clubhouse when play resumes until the new 
clubhouse opens.
 The third phase is the construction of the 
32,000-square-foot clubhouse, which they 
hope to start sometime in 2012.
 One change that will not be made to 
Mistwood is an adjustment to its status 
as annual home of one of Chicago’s top 
women’s tournaments, the Phil Kosin Illinois 
Women’s Open. The club is scheduled to 
host the 18th edition of that event in 2012. 
For more information about Mistwood Golf 
Club, visit www.mistwoodgolf.net
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(847) 835 - 0250 | 621 Westley Road, Glencoe, IL. 60022
www.glencoegolfclub.com

Golf Camps for Juniors of all ages and skill levels

A certi�ed Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary, surrounded by the beauty of 
nature, featuring exceptional greens, tree lined fairways, native prairie 

grass corridors and ponds located throughout the course.   A great escape from 
the sights and sounds of the city, located only 20 minutes north of  Chicago.

• New rates and added value for the 2012 golf season.
• Campers receive 5 free rounds of golf and a 'Get Ready to Golf ' starter kit.
• Full day camps include 36 holes of golf weekly.

Permanent Tee Time Program
Permanent tee time package offers 19-weeks of reserved tee times, on 
either Saturday or Sunday mornings, prime tee times still available.  
Single golfers welcome.

• Available to golfers 60 years  of age and older.
• Save $16.00 off your 18 hole greens fees each time you play.
• No residency required .

Senior Membership Program

Glencoe Golf Club

Training Aid Introduced by Tour’s 
Chip Beck
We’ve all seen the beer bottle labels 
where the mountains change colors to 
indicate coldness. But former PGA Tour 
star Chip Beck and wife Karen were 
determined to use that technology to 
improve golf games. Called Grip Guides, 
their product is an interactive training aid 

that uses thermachromatic technology 
that combines pressure sensitivity with 
heat sensitivity. Put more easily, the guide 
changes color so that golfers can feel, see 
and check for proper grip position. 
 Reached in Florida where he showed 
the new product at the PGA Merchandise 
Show, Beck said that the concept of Grip 
Guides came to his wife when she went on 
an internet search for mood rings—the fad 
jewelry of the 1970s. “We contacted the 
same people who invented the mood ring 
to adapt the technology to golf,” Beck said. 
“A template was developed and Karen’s idea 
worked. There’s even a three-dimensional 
element to it,” he added.
 Beck’s grip is imprinted in 
thermachromatic ink on adhesive backed 
material. Pressure-sensitive lines show 
proper grip alignment and finger position. 
When a player’s hands fold over the grip, he 
or she sees instantly where they should be.
 “Golf Guides are a great tool to teach 
you how to play,” Beck stated. “If your left 
thumb is in a slightly wrong position, the 
guide will indicate that a transition just 
½” away will give you the best chance at 
striking the ball squarely.”
 Ranked among the top 10 players in the 
world between 1988 –’89, Beck carded four 

victories on the PGA Tour over his career and 
finished second in two U.S. Opens. He was 
named Champions Tour “comeback player of 
the year” in 2011 and lives in Lake Forest.

Links & Tees Golf Dome Recognized 
Nationally by Magazine
For the fourth consecutive year, Golf Range 
Magazine has recognized the Addison 
Park District as one of the top 100 learning 
facilities in North America in 2011. The 
annual award is issued to golf ranges around 
the U.S. and Canada that demonstrate 
“the highest level of design excellence, 

community, community outreach, 
commitment to teaching and training 
programs, exemplary customer service, and 
efforts to expand the game of golf.”
 Featuring a dual deck of hitting mats, 
the facility includes a short game area and 
practice putting green. Instruction is also 
available from both the acclaimed Wadden 
Golf Academy and from professionals 
Molly Baney and Nick Clearwater.
 For winter hours, rates, and more 
information, contact Links & Tees Golf 
Facility at 630-458-2660 or visit www.
addisonparks.org. 

Cantigny Golf Academy Announces 
Workshop Series
Affordable evening workshop clinics are 
being held by Wheaton’s Cantigny Golf 
Academy throughout March and April. 
These 90-minute workshops are hosted by 
director of fitness Dr. Paul Callaway for $10 
for individuals or $15 for couples. Junior 
players under 18 are free with a paying adult.
 “Each session focuses on a key 
element of successful golf performance,” 
Dr. Callaway says. “At the Academy, we 
emphasize an integrated approach to 
learning the game. It’s not just about 
professional swing instruction. We also 
cover practice techniques, choosing the 
right equipment, golf-specific physical 
training and the mental side of the game. 
All of these fit together.”
 The workshops all begin at 7 p.m. and 
will be held on March 7, March 21, April 
4, April 18, May 9, and May 23. Themes 
include: “Total Golf Conditioning for 
Improved Power and Distance,” and 
“Improve Your Golf Posture to Improve 
Your Game.”
 Class sizes are limited to ensure a good 
learning experience. To sign up for one or 
more workshops, or for more information, 
call the Cantigny Golf Academy at 630-
260-8199. The summer workshop schedule 
will be posted in coming weeks at www.
CantignyGolf.com. 

Former Caddie Bunch Named New 
WGA Chairman
Jim Bunch learned how to caddie at the 
Glen View Club as a 12-year-old. Now, he 
is leading the Western Golf Association on 
its mission to enable caddies to earn college 
scholarships.
 In December, Bunch was elected 
chairman of the WGA over the next two 
years. Previously the organization’s vice-
chairman, he succeeds Roger Mohr of 
Lake Forest in the top position. He calls 
the opportunity the fulfillment of a lifetime 
commitment to America’s youth. “Caddying 
is in my DNA,” he says, “and the Evans 
Scholars program hits all my hot buttons 
– caddying, golf, education, and helping to 
build a better future for our young people.”
 Along with Glen View G.C., Bunch 
caddied and worked at Evanston Golf Club 
in his childhood home of Skokie. “When 
I caddied I met and gained a tremendous 
among of respect for men who were leaders 
at the WGA,” he says. “I thought that if they 
were motivated to volunteer for the WGA, 
it would be something that I should do.”

 Bunch served as a WGA Director 
in Colorado where he is also managing 
member of a private equity firm. A former 
practicing lawyer, he is a member at Castle 
Rock C.C. in Colorado, at Denver C.C., 
at the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St. 
Andrews in Scotland, and at Prestwick 
Golf Club in Scotland. He has also been 
a long-time volunteer with the USGA, 
serving on the 15-member USGA 
Executive Committee from 2003 – ‘10. He 
resigned that post so as to devote more 
time to the WGA.
 “When I was asked to consider serving 
as chairman, it was an easy choice for me,” 
Bunch explains. “Working for the WGA 
and Evans Scholars is good for the soul.” 
 The WGA sponsors the Evans 
Scholarship Program for caddies 
and conducts three national golf 
championships annually: the BMW 
Championship on the PGA Tour, the 
Western Amateur, and the Western Junior. 
This year’s BMW Championship will be 
held Sept 3 – 9 at Crooked Stick Golf Club 
in Carmel, Indiana.

 For more information on the Western 
Golf Association and Evans Scholars 
Foundation, call 847-724-4600, write to the 
Foundation at 1 Briar Road, Golf, IL 60029, or 
visit www.westerngolfassociation.com.

“When the ducks are 
walking, you know it is 
too windy to be playing 
golf.” — Dave Stockton
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With breathtaking views...all the golf you could dream of on 
14 beautiful and challenging courses...and comfortable and 

convenient accommodations set against the background of our shimmering 
Lake and rolling Ozark hills... don’t you think it’s time YOU hit the TRAIL?

Central Missouri’s

    LF TRAILG
lake of the ozarks

to book your golf trail getaway
visit GolfAtLakeOfTheOzarks.com

find us on facebook.

just play it!

just pla
y it!

The Reality of  
Belly Putting Todd Sones

The  
Scoring  

Zone

INSTRUCTION

I  am already seeing it at the dome in Buffalo 
Grove where my staff and I teach during 

the winter months. There is an indoor green 
that gets a lot of use. I see more and more 
belly putters, which could be a good thing, 
except it’s not. I understand what is happen-
ing. Amateurs are seeing players on tour, such 
as Webb Simpson, Bill Hass, Keegan Bradley, 
and so many more converting to belly put-
ters and thinking that belly putting will help 
them. Off to the store they go and off the 
shelf they buy. For probably about 95 out 
of 100 players, they just wasted their money 
and, more importantly, their time. 
 Because a belly putter is anchored to the 
body, a player really can’t self- correct if the 
path or the face of the putter is out of position 
during the back stroke. If it’s in the right posi-
tion, that’s a good thing. If it’s out of place, it’s 
a bad thing. When a belly putter is too long 
it will hit the player too high, forcing them 
to set up too tall with their hands outside of 
their shoulder line. When a player sets up in 
that position, they will fight the putter com-

ing inside too much with the face opening to 
the intended target. 
 When a belly putter is too short, a player 
will be forced to tilt over too far with the belly 
putter contacting the player too low resulting 
in the hands aligning inside of the shoulder 
line. That set up will typically result in the 
shoulders tipping and the putter moving out-
side of the intended target line.
 If the putter head is out of position in rela-
tion to the target, then the player’s ability to 
recover and manipulate the putter is greatly 
reduced when it is attached to the player’s belly. 
That is why belly putting can potentially hurt 
as much as it could help a player.
 Another mistake I see is that players 
think a belly putter length should be based 
on height. Taller players think they need a 
longer belly putter.
 For example, I recently fit a junior player 
who was 5́  7 .̋ He had fairly long legs for his 
height and measured out to a 33˝ conventional 
length putter. He was very slender so it took 9½˝ 
to connect to his body when he set up properly 

with a belly putter. He needed a 42½˝ belly put-
ter. A few weeks later I fit a man who was 6́  4˝ 
to a conventional putter length of 36 .̋ He was 
barrel-chested and it only took 6˝ to complete 
the distance to his belly. He needed a 42˝ belly 
putter. Who would have thought that the kid 
who was 5́  7˝ would need a longer belly putter 
than the man who was 6́  4˝? Truthfully, not 
me until I had that experience.
 Bottom line is that belly putters work 
amazingly well, but they have to be precise-
ly fit to a player once they have learned the 
proper set up position. Don’t waste your time 
and money buying a belly putter off the shelf 
without professional help. It makes about as 
much sense as buying prescription glasses or 
contacts without the right prescription.
 Go to www.coutourgolf.com and www.
golfchicagomagazine.com to watch recent 
videos I posted about belly putting. 

Todd Sones Impact Golf
847-549-8678
www.toddsones.com

Set-up: Correct / Proper Length
Takeaway: Just Right

Set-up: Too Bent Over / Putter Too Short
Takeaway: Too Inside

Set-up: Too Tall / Putter Too Long
Takeaway: Too Inside



World’s 
No. 1
Chicago’s 
Luke 
Donald
Interview conducted by Chicago Tribune 
golf writer Teddy Greenstein 

Photos: Mizuno

The GOLFChicago Interview
Chicago Tribune: Elle has been good 
luck for you. Is there now pressure on 
Sophia?
Donald: Of course. I don’t think it’s 
a coincidence that my golf game has 
gotten better since the birth of Elle 
(in February of 2010). It has given me 
better balance and perspective, so it’s 
easy to let those bad rounds and bad 
shots go.

CT: I thought we could attribute your 
rise to No. 1 to having teed it up with 
me in April of 2009 for my “18 holes 
with …” column?
Donald: Are you sure? You might be 
mistaken. I probably a missed the cut 
the next week. [Donald tied for 37th 
at the Players Championship.]

CT: Does Elle swing a plastic club?
Donald: Occasionally, mainly one-
handed. She could be a lefty; who 
knows? If she wants to pursue it 
further, she will. But I won’t be one of 
those pushy parents.

CT: Have you splurged on anything 
with all that cash?
Donald: We went on a nice holiday to 
Barbados. But I don’t know, I’m not a 
splurger. I guess the biggest splurge 
was buying a lot in the Bear’s Club 
(in Jupiter, Florida). But when the 
kids get old enough, we’ll spend more 
time in Chicago. I understand the 
schools are better there.

CT: Why keep spending so much time 
in our beloved but cold-weather city?
Donald: Chicago is fun. We’ve spent 
a lot of time there, about 15 years. 
My wife’s parents and family live in 
Chicago, so that’s a big selling point. 

Diane’s mother is great in terms of 
coming around to look after the kids.

CT: Your home club in Chicago, 
Conway Farms, has unofficially 
been awarded the 2013 BMW 
Championship. Your thoughts?
Donald: I’m excited for a lot of the pros 
to see the course. A few have played it 
already and have good memories. I have 
talked to the GM, Todd Marsh, and 
(Director of Golf) Jeff Mory and shared 
thoughts on improving the course. I 
think it’s exciting to have a tour course 
at a place where you are a member. 
It’s certainly a lot shorter drive for me 
than going to Cog Hill (in Lemont). The 
biggest problem I’ll have is turning the 
pros away who want to stay with me.

CT: Who would you consider letting 
crash at your place?
Donald: Whoever is willing to pay! 
Rent’s expensive out there.

CT: Which players are you tightest with?
Donald: Sergio [Garcia]. I’ve known 
him since the beginning. Tim Clark. 
Nick Watney. And guys from the 
Bears Club. Carl Pettersson, Tom 
Gillis, Camilo [Villegas], Ernie [Els].

CT: Now that you are the most 
powerful man in golf, what is next on 
your agenda?
Donald: Continue to improve. That’s 
always my goal. Give myself lots of 
chance to win tournaments.

CT: How about eradicating slow play? 
You tweeted (@LukeDonald) that it is 
“killing our sport.”
Donald: All I can do is raise the 
issue. The speed of play will only be 

For a man who strives 
for balance in his life, 
Luke Donald endured a 

dizzying four days in November.
 His father, Colin, died 
suddenly near London while 
Luke was awaiting the birth of 
his second child at his North 
Shore home. Family members 
advised him to stay in Chicago, 
and he was rewarded with an 
early-morning gift on 11/11/11 – 
a second daughter, Sophia.
 “Dad was certainly a free 
spirit and had his own ways,” 
Donald said. “He was very proud 
of my golf achievements but 
more proud of the person I’ve 
turned into. He brought me up 
to lead a very balanced life.”
 Donald’s golf game reflects 
that steady approach. The 
Northwestern alum consistently 
dominated, becoming the first 
golfer to win both the PGA Tour 
and European Tour money titles. 
He went 449 consecutive holes 
without a three-putt.
 He enters his first PGA Tour 
event of 2012 – the AT&T 
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am, 
which begins Thursday – with 
a sizable lead in the world 
rankings. (He has 9.59 average 
points to Rory McIlroy’s 7.86 
and Lee Westwood’s 7.54.)
 Donald addressed many topics 
in this telephone interview.



improved only if all the players take 
responsibility when it’s their turn to 
[hit]. That’s doubtful.

CT: How do you close the gap between 
the ability to win tournaments and the 
ability to win majors?
Donald: My golf game is good enough 
to win majors right now, it just hasn’t 
happened. It hasn’t been the right time. 
There are things I can improve, like 
driving. I improved a lot [in that area] 
last year but still have more to go. If 
I can get the ball in the fairway more 
often, I’ll have better opportunities.

CT: Which major venue gives you the 
best chance this year (Augusta, The 
Olympic Club, Royal Lytham & St 
Annes, Kiawah Island)?
Donald: Probably Augusta, because of 
experience. You often see lot of great 
winners there, and it favors someone 
with a proficient short game. I’ve never 
played The Olympic Club. I have 
played Lytham, but only some amateur 
events. I haven’t played Kiawah.

CT: Is the Ryder Cup at Medinah 
already on your brain?

Donald: Certainly I’d like to be on 
that [European] team. I wouldn’t want 
to miss it for anything.

CT: Are you expecting lots of ticket 
requests?
Donald: Yes, I think it’s a little like 
Augusta. They’re pretty frugal. You 
get eight for the week and I think you 
have an option to purchase four more.

CT: If a teammate asks for a 
restaurant suggestion, which would 
you give him?
Donald: You can’t go wrong with 
Japonais or anywhere where my wine 

is sold. Gibsons is a good spot for 
people watching and steak. If you’re 
more of a gourmet, you can try to get 
into Next or Alinea. Or find some 
good pizza at Gino’s East.

CT: What’s longest stretch you went 
this winter without hitting a ball?
Donald: Three weeks. Last year it was 
five weeks. You need it after playing 
both tours.

CT: When was the last time you checked 
the standings of the World Rankings?
Donald: Probably last week. There 
are always people on your heels. I’m 
more checking on other people. It’s 
something to pass the time.

CT: What’s the coolest thing about 
being the world’s No. 1?
Donald: To know that your best is good 
enough to beat anyone in the world.

CT: Your run of 449 holes without a 
three-putt ended at the Dunhill Links. 
How did you react?
Donald: I was annoyed. I grinded over 
that 8-footer and it lipped out.

CT: You left yourself an 8-footer?
Donald: The first putt was from 
80-100 feet.

CT: What’s a simple tip for the 
weekend hacker that will generate 
positive results quickly?
Donald: Work on your short game. 
That’s the easiest way to lower your 
handicap. I play in pro-ams every 
week. If a guy is not very good, he 
should learn the fundamentals of 
chipping and putting. You will lower 
your scores quickly.

At Cantigny, the golf 
season never ends.

27W270 Mack Road
Wheaton, IL
630.260.8199
CantignyGolf.com

Tues– Fri : 10 am – 8 pm
Weekends: 9 am – 6 pm
Closed Mondays

This winter, keep your game sharp at 
the Cantigny Golf Academy. 

We offer climate-controlled hitting bays and 
much more—from professional instruction and 
video coaching studios to golf-specific physical 
training and custom clubfitting. All of the 
essential components of golf performance are 
in one place! Come experience the area’s finest 
golf learning and practice facility.

Visit our clubfitting studio and choose 
from all major equipment brands. Play 
custom clubs in 2012!

Cantigny Golf is part of the 
Robert R. McCormick Foundations



G o l f . . . and a whole lot more
Surrounded by majestic mountain views and the stunning High Sonoran

Desert on the outskirts of Scottsdale, Ariz., Rio Verde is a private golf

community like no other. Featuring two championship golf courses, an

abundance of social activities and an elegant 27,000 square-foot clubhouse

that serves as the cornerstone of the community’s social scene, Rio Verde

is one of the premier active adult golf communities in Arizona.

Call (877) 746-8373 for more information about Rio Verde Country

Club’s special membership offers or to arrange a complimentary tour of

the courses and facilities during your next visit to the Valley of the Sun.

18731 East Four Peaks Blvd., 
Rio Verde, AZ  85263

(877) 746-8373 
RioVerdeCC.com  
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A  d  v  e  r  t  i  s  e  m  e  n  t

Located in the secluded Rio Verde community northeast 

of Scottsdale and nestled in the heart of the beautiful 

Sonoran Desert surrounded by the Tonto National Forest 

and McDowell Regional Park, Rio Verde Country Club is one of 

the premier active adult golf community’s in Arizona. 

 The club offers spectacular golf, breathtaking scenery, and a 

strong social presence among the membership. It is a true and 

complete golf “community” with a small-town feel that features 

more than 900 diverse homes and townhomes, a local church, a 

post office, and small commercial center.

 Rio Verde boasts not one but two outstanding golf courses 

offering plenty of variety for all levels of play. Both courses 

were redesigned by Tom Lehman in 2009, and are traditional 

parkland-style courses, as opposed to the numerous target-golf 

desert courses that you see at other clubs in the Valley. 

 Both Quail Run and White Wing are great walking courses, 

but there is no trail fee for those golfers that want to use their 

personal golf carts. The club also is extremely conscious of the 

female golfer, having one of the more active women’s associations 

in Arizona.

 The hub of the Rio Verde social scene starts at the elegant 

27,000 square-foot southwestern-style clubhouse, which offers 

three restaurants featuring a distinct variety of dining options. 

Whether it’s a casual slice of pizza or a beer in the Verde Pub, or 

a more upscale dining experience in the Copper Room, there is 

something for every occasion. Additionally, Rio Verde’s spacious 

ballroom, considered to be one of the largest among the private 

clubs in Arizona, stands ready to host bigger social gatherings for 

special events and weddings.

 When not playing golf, members at Rio Verde Country 

Club have a myriad of other activities to keep them busy. 

The community has six tennis courts, a recently renovated 

swimming pool, a fully-equipped exercise facility with new 

equipment, a Saddle Club, numerous hiking and biking 

opportunities, and a community center that offers a countless 

number of activities. 

 But the most unique feature that Rio Verde has to offer is the 

Rio Verde Ranch, a southwestern-style outdoor area situated on 

the banks of the Verde River that hosts Western-style cookouts and 

other social events. 

 The golf and socially active members make the club stand out, 

but it’s Rio Verde’s location that really sets it apart. It’s far enough 

away from the hustle and bustle of the Phoenix and Scottsdale areas 

to enjoy the serene beauty of the Arizona desert, yet it is close to 

all of the dining and entertainment options that the Valley has to 

offer. It is 10 minutes to the town of Fountain Hills, 20 minutes 

to Scottsdale, and only 45 minutes to downtown Phoenix and Sky 

Harbor International airport. 

 Rio Verde Country Club has a diverse membership with a 

strong Midwestern presence, as nearly 45% of its members hail 

from the Midwest, which includes a big contingent from Illinois 

and the Chicago area. That might be because of the affordable 

real estate that Rio Verde offers compared to the inflated 

Scottsdale private clubs.

 Custom homes, ranging in size from 2,000 to 4,500 square 

feet, are priced from $200,000 to $2.75 million, with the 

majority in the $300,000 to $800,000 range. Currently existing 

villas go for $200,000 to $280,000, and there are a handful of 

custom home lots available anywhere from $60,000 to $280,000.

 If you want to be a part of a place that has exceptional golf, 

a vibrant and active community, and is located in one of the 

most desirable winter locations in the country, then Rio Verde 

Country Club is the place for you.

 For more information about memberships, including Rio 

Verde Country Club’s special Four Month Trial membership, 

or to arrange a tour and complimentary golf, contact Ellen 

Delano at (877) 746-8373 or edelano@rioverdecc.com. For 

more information about Rio Verde Country Club and the many 

amenities it has to offer, visit the website at www.rioverdecc.com.



For Best Rates & Packages:

800.903.4057

ZonaScottsdaleGolf.com

Golf@ZonaScottsdale.com

7677 E. Princess Blvd.

Scottsdale, AZ 85255

SunRidge Canyon

Proud Member of the Ascend Hotel Collection 
Subject to availability, terms and conditions may apply. © 2012 Zona Hotel & Suites Scottsdale

Get Your Custom Golf Package
Experts within the Zona Golf Department are ready to assist your Custom Golf Vacation. With the latest 

course conditions, assistance with tee times or any times, these experts have you covered.

ZonaScottsdaleGolf.com

•  Versatile 1-, 2-, 3-  
and 4-room Suites

•  Perfect North  
Scottsdale Location

•  We are “The Golfers Hotel”

FantaStiC dealS on
Custom Golf paCkaGes

preferred rates
ComPetitive PRiCinG

Full Kitchen4-Room Suites With King Size BedsLiving and Dining Area
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T wenty-twelve looks to be one of the 
greatest years ever for women’s tour-

nament golf in the Midwest. The U.S. 
Women’s Open is returning to Blackwolf 
Run in Kohler, Wisconsin. It is difficult to 
fathom that it was 14 years ago when Se Ri 
Pak defeated 20-year-old Jenny Chausiporn 
on one of the country’s most dramatic stages 
for our national championship. There is no 
reason to expect anything less from this year’s 
event as the world’s most talented players vie 
for one of the most coveted trophies in all 
of women’s golf. Our national champion-
ship will be played over a holiday week, July 
2-8. Visit www.2012uswomensopen.com for 
more details.
 On a slightly smaller stage but closer 
to home, the 18th Illinois Women’s Open 
will take to the newly renovated Mistwood 
Golf Club in Romeoville in late July. Talent 
abounds throughout the field as players from 
the LPGA Tour, the Futures Tour, and top 
amateurs meet for what has become one of 
our state’s most exciting competitions. 
 You can be a part of the action at both 
of these events by volunteering, attending 
as a fan and even, in the case of the Illinois 
Women’s Open (July 25-27), playing in the 
Pro-Am on July 24. Check out www.mist-
woodgolf.net to learn more about our state 
championship.

Join a Golf Association
EWGA (Executive Women’s Golf Association) 
Chicago Chapter
A local offshoot of a national organization, 
EWGA offers opportunities to golf, network, 
and learn how to grow your game with like-
minded women golfers from Chicago and the 
suburbs. The Chicago Chapter offers leagues, 
single day outings, tournaments, educational 
events, and social get-togethers throughout the 
area. The EWGA also raises money by holding 
50/50 raffles and/or charity holes at various 
events to benefit Rally for the Cure. Join today 
at www.ewgachicago.org.
The Fairway Network
Founded in 1993, The Fairway Network was 
created for professional women golfers of all 
skill levels. A key mission of the organization is 

She Got Game
Sheri L. Warren

Get in the Game

to promote community service through golf. 
In 1999, The Fairway Network was proud to 
receive the Diamond in the Rough Award 
from the Willye White Foundation, which 
promotes self-esteem through sports for 
underprivileged girls. The Fairway Network 
has contributed to the LPGA’s official charity 

[the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation], the NIU Women’s Golf Team, 
The Bottomless Closet, and St. Scholastic 
High School, an inner-city school in an eco-
nomically disadvantaged area. The Fairway 
Network has raised approximately $100,000 
over the years for the Chicago Foundation 
for Women. Visit www.thefairwaynetwork.
org for more information.

Support a Great Cause
Clearbrook Women’s Classic 
Arlington Heights-based Clearbrook is an 
organization committed to playing a leader-
ship role in creating innovative opportunities, 
services, and support to people with devel-
opmental disabilities. On Monday, June 
11th, the organization hosts their annual 
Clearbrook Women’s Golf Classic at Kemper 

Lakes Golf Club in Long Grove. The event 
raises money for Clearbrook’s continuing 
efforts to grow and provide vital services 
and opportunities to the more than 3,300 
children and adults with developmental dis-
abilities. For more information, visit www.
clearbrook.org.

Girls In The Game (GIG)
Since 1995, GIG has provided sports and fit-
ness opportunities, leadership development, 
and life skills to enhance the overall wellness 
of girls from underserved areas of Chicago. 
Each year the programs GIG provides impact 
over 3,000 girls. GIG empowers our future 
leaders with confidence, positive self-image, 
and other skills they can tap into both on 
and off the field. On Monday, June 25th, 
GIG will host their annual Chip In For Girls 
golf outing at Chevy Chase Golf Course in 
Wheeling. The monies raised allow GIG to 
continue and expand on their vital programs 
that so positively affect these young girls in 
their formative years. For all the details on 
GIG and the Chip In For Girls golf outing, 
please visit their web site at: www.girlsinthe-
game.org. 

LET’S GO GULFING!

If you and your buddies are looking for a custom golf package in the middle 

of paradise, forget Bermuda, and take a look at Gulf Shores in Alabama. 

 Featuring nine world-class golf courses, 32 miles of sugar white sand beaches 

and teal blue water. All in one special place. Visit letsgogulfi ng.com.

Call 1-888-815-1902 today!

GGS_GC_8.25x10.875.indd   1 3/26/11   3:08 PM
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Take Your Game Indoors

 

 
 

The Fitness Edge

The Chicago Golf Show is an annual 
tradition that gives Windy City golf-

ers hope that the days of greener fairways 
are approaching. In just a few more weeks, 
we will be playing the greatest game in the 
world. Will you be ready? There is a lot of 
information to help you improve; however, 
swing fixes and fitness tips are usually very 
generalized at addressing an individual’s 
issues. Where do you start? 
 At Kinetic Performance Center, we 
think of the golf swing differently. We 
believe that there is an intimate thread 
that connects an individual’s swing with an 
individual’s physical limitations. Stability 
and mobility are critical elements for play-
ing good golf. By stability we mean your 
ability to remain unchanged and apply 
opposing force while something is moving 

Rick Silva, PGA

Preseason Improvements  
with Stability and Mobility

against it (applied strength). By mobility we 
mean you have the ability to move freely in 
a given position. 
 Unfortunately, we see the following sta-
tistics from new clients:
 64% of golfers lose posture throughout 
the golf swing.
 44% of golfers have an “over-the-top” 
swing path. 
 38% of golfers produce a reverse spine 
angle during their backswing.
 34% of golfers sway and slide.
 Not only do these issues cause life-long 
frustration, these concerns also expose you 
to a serious risk of injury. The great news is 
that if you address the stability of your body 
and your mobility routine (stretching), then 
you will be well on your way to creating a 
platform to eliminating your swing faults.

 Here is a great training exercise you can 
do not only in the coming weeks, but also 
throughout the season to improve stability 
and mobility with your golf swing. 
 Equipment needed: Swiss ball and FMT 
tension tubing 
 With the tubing attached chest high, 
narrow your base of support on the ball 
with the bottom of both feet f lat to the 
ground. While in good posture, start pull-
ing. When you get comfortable, go ahead 
and raise one leg while remaining in good 
posture. This will force you to stabilize you 
lower body while increasing the mobility 
in your upper body.
 For more information about stability 
and mobility and ways to improve your golf 
performance, visit www.kineticperformance-
center.com 
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The Bog
800-484-3264 
262-284-7075 
3121 County Hwy. I
Saukville, WI 53080
www.GolfTheBog.com

Seasonal Rates:  
$65 - $95 
Carts: $13 
(view website specials)

Arnold Palmer Design
Ranked in the Top 
10 Best Overall Golf 
Courses in Wisconsin by 
Golf Digest
4.5 Stars by Golf Digest
Highest Rated Golf 
Course in Milwaukee

18 Holes: Par 72 
Yardage:  
5100 – 7200 yds. 
Top Course Rating: 75.3 
Slope: 143

297 acres of wetlands, 
woods, rolling hills, and 
wildlife habitat.

Bentgrass greens, tees 
and fairways; bluegrass 
roughs; native grasses, 
and wildflowers.

Five sets of tees for all 
levels of golfers, 117 
bunkers, and 10 holes 
where water hazards 
come into play.

Premier Practice Center 
*David Leadbetter Golf 
Academy site 
Range Tees: 40000 sq ft 
Putting green: 4000 sq ft 
Bunker and chipping area 
Target greens: 6
Full Amenities
Golf Outing Specialists!
Located off I-43, Exit 96

Bolingbrook Golf Club
630-771-9400
2001 Rodeo Drive
Bolingbrook, IL  60490
www.bolingbrookgolfclub.
com

18 holes
Yardage: 7104 - 4931 yds.
Rating/Slope
 73.8/135 - 68.2/116

Mon - Th: $98,  
 includes cart with GPS  
 and range balls
Fri - Sun: $110, includes  
 cart with GPS and range  
 balls
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Located just forty 
minutes southwest of 
Chicago, Bolingbrook 
Golf Club combines the 
elements of a world-class 
facility and championship 
golf. Bolingbrook Golf 
Club features an Arthur 
Hills and Steve Forrest 
designed championship 
golf course, an 
exceptional practice 
facility with a learning 
academy, state-of-the-art 
GPS-equipped golf carts, 
and a 76,000 square foot 
clubhouse with men’s 
and women’s locker 
rooms, lounges, two 
full-service restaurants, 
and full banquet facilities. 
Memberships are 
available.
 Bolingbrook Golf 
Club was named #28 
in the 2010 Golf World 
Readers’ Choice Awards 
for best public course in 
the country, named to 
the 2009 Golfweek Best 
Courses You Can Play 
list, and received 4½ 
stars from Golf Digest.

Bittersweet Golf Club
847-855-9031
875 Almond Road 
Gurnee, IL 60031
www.bittersweetgolf.com 

In Season Rates:
Monday - Friday
Early Bird: 6 - 8 am:  
 $35 with a cart and  
 range balls
Prime: 8 am - 2:30pm:  
 $39 including cart
Twilight: $29 with cart
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings:  
 Up to 144 Players

Weekend and Holidays
5 - 10 am:  
 $59 Cart, $49 Walking
10 am - 12 pm:  
 $49 Cart, $39 Walking
12 - 2:30 pm 
  $39 Cart, $29 Walking
After 2:30:  
 $29 Cart, $24 Walking

18 Championship Golf Holes
Par 72 Yardage:  
 4952 - 6751
Rating/Slope
 70.0/121 - 73.3/135
Premier Practice Facility  
 with PGA instruction
Lighted grass tee driving  
 range

Named best golf course 
by the readers of the 
Daily Herald in 2010, 
Bittersweet Golf Club is 
a challenging and scenic 
18-hole golf facility 
conveniently located 
in Gurnee, Illinois, with 
easy access to the toll 
way (I-94 and Eden’s 
Expressway). Bittersweet 
offers the public 18 holes 
of challenging golf and an 
excellent practice facility 
with lighted driving range 
with natural grass tees.

Cantigny Golf
630-668-8463
27w270 Mack Road
Wheaton, IL 60189
www.cantignygolf.com

27 holes
Yardage per 18:  
 7,055 - 5,183
Rating/Slope:  
 74.2/140 - 70.4/122

Mon - Th: $85 walking
Fri - Sun: $95 walking
Cart: $20 (7 days)
Caddie:  
 $20 per person plus tip
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight rates: No
Practice Facility: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Cantigny was named 
“Best New Public Course 
in America” by Golf Digest 
in 1989, and since then 
has been a “Top 100 Public 
Course.” It has hosted 
numerous championships, 
including three Illinois State 
Amateurs and the 2007 
U.S. Amateur Public Links. 
Designed on spectacular 
terrain by Roger Packard, 
the course’s beauty will 
take your breath away. The 
impressive Cantigny Golf 
Academy opened in 2008, 
and junior golfers thrive at 
the 9-hole Cantigny Youth 
Links. 
 Great golf and excellent 
food go together at 
Cantigny. As an incentive 
to sample the cuisine, 
golfers in 2012 will receive 
a $10 voucher good for 
same-day redemption at 
Fareways Grill inside the 
clubhouse. You’ll get a 
voucher when you play 18 
holes at the regular rate 
during non-peak times—
Monday through Thursday 
all day and Saturday/
Sunday afternoons.

The Glen Club
847-724-7272
2901 West Lake Ave.
Glenview, Il 60026 
www.theglenclub.com

Offering a unique blend 
of membership and daily 
fee play.

2012 Green Fees range 
from $100 - $180. 
General public March 
reserve starting times 
seven days in advance. 
Practice range is included 
in green fee.
Carts: $23
Caddies are available 
upon request.

Renowned golf course 
architect Tom Fazio 
brilliantly transformed the 
once-flat runways of the 
Glenview Naval Air station 
into a nationally acclaimed 
18-hole layout, featuring 
dramatic elevation 
changes, meandering 
lakes, and running 
streams. Following its 
debut in 2001, The Glen 
Club was thrust into the 
national spotlight earning 
recognition from Golf 
Magazine, Golf Digest 
and Sports Illustrated. 
The Glen Club has hosted 
numerous professional 
and elite amateur 
events and is the home 
course for Northwestern 
University’s men’s and 
women’s golf teams. 
 A Golf Magazine Top 
100 You Can Play in the 
United States.
Golf Digest Best places 
to Play 4.5 Stars.
Home of The Illinois Golf 
Hall of Fame.
Member Great Golf 
Resorts of the World.
Stay in one of our finely 
appointed overnight rooms.

Bowes Creek Country 
Club
847-214-5880
1250 Bowes Creek 
Boulevard
Elgin, Illinois 60124
www.bowescreekcountryclub.
com

18 Championship Golf Holes
Yardage: 6794 - 4756 yds.
Rating/Slope: 
 73.2/142 - 68.1/121

Member for a Day Rates 
allows unlimited play for 
the day
Mon - Th: $79 / golf, cart,  
 and range
Fri - Sun: $98 / golf, cart,  
 and range
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Practice Facility: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Here at Bowes Creek 
Country Club, our patrons 
are not treated like an 
everyday customer. You can 
buy a membership for the 
year or you can pay to be a 
Member for a Day! Instead 
of standard green fees, we 
offer a daily membership. 
The Member for a Day 
Fee will allow you to play 
unlimited golf with cart and 
allow you full use of the 
practice facility. There will 
be no limit to the amount 
of golf you want to play 
that day because you are… 
Member for that Day!
  A Rick Jacobson 
Designed golf course, it is 
everything you want in a 
golf course. “We tried to 
give the course a rustic look 
and used big, sweeping 
bunkers with fingers of 
grass drifting into the sand 
and fescue grasses as 
lips on the bunker faces,” 
Jacobson said.

Chicago Park District 
Golf
312-245-0909
www.cpdgolf.com

Great Golf in the Heart of 
the City

With six courses, three 
driving ranges, and two 
miniature golf courses 
there’s golf enjoyment 
for the whole family no 
matter where you live 
or work in the city. Play 
Your Favorite CPD course 
today!

PLUS…save EVERY 
DAY, secure early tee 
time access, and more 
with the CPD Players 
Advantage Card!

Robert A. Black –  
9 Holes
2045 W. Pratt Boulevard

Sydney R. Marovitz –  
9 Holes
3600 N. Recreation Drive 
(Lake Shore Drive)

Jackson Park – 18 Holes
6401 S. Richards Drive

Columbus Park –  
9 Holes
5701 W. Jackson 
Boulevard

Marquette Park 
6700 S. Kedzie Avenue

South Shore
7059 South Shore Drive

Diversey Range
141 W. Diversey Parkway

Forest Preserve Golf 
Courses | Cook County
800-460-0010
www.forestpreservegolf.
com

Affordable GOLF. Friendly 
SERVICE. Fantastic 
EXPERIENCE.

Forest Preserve Golf 
offers something for 
every golfer.  With ten 
courses, four driving 
ranges, and a miniature 
golf course, you are sure 
to find a place to call your 
home course.

PLUS…save EVERY DAY 
with the NEWLY revised 
FPG Golf and Rewards 
Card!

Billy Caldwell – 9 Holes
6150 Caldwell Avenue

Burnham Woods –  
18 Holes
14201 S Burnham 
Avenue

Chick Evans – 18 Holes
6145 Golf Road

Edgebrook – 18 Holes
6100 N Central Avenue

George Dunne National 
– 18 Holes
16310 S Central Avenue

Harry Semrow – Driving 
Range & Mini Golf
1150 E Golf Road

Highland Woods –  
18 Holes 
2775 Ela Road

Indian Boundary –  
18 Holes
8600 W Forest Preserve 
Avenue

Joe Louis – 18 Holes
13100 S Halsted Street

Meadowlark – 9 Holes
11599 31st St

River Oaks – 18 Holes
1 Park Avenue
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Harborside 
International G.C.
312-782-7837
11001 S. Doty Ave. East, 
Chicago, IL 60628
www.harborsideinternational.
com
harborside3@aol.com

36 holes
Port Course
Yardage:  
 7,164 - 5,164 yds.
Rating/Slope:  
 75.1/132 - 70.4/123
Starboard Course
Yardage 7,166 - 5,110 yds.
Rating/Slope:  
 75.0/132 - 70.5/120

Mon - Thu: $82 includes  
 cart & range balls
Fri - Sun: $95 includes  
 cart & range balls
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes,  
 57-acre
Banquet/Outings: Yes,  
 Phil Stefani’s

Located just 16 minutes 
from Downtown 
Chicago, directly on 
I-94, Harborside is the 
home of the PORT & 
STARBOARD Courses 
designed by Dick Nugent 
in the links tradition of 
windswept Scottish and 
Irish seaside courses. 
Ranked by Golfweek’s 
2010 “Best Courses 
You Can Play” Starboard 
#11 & Port #12 in Illinois 
and also the host of the 
Champions Tour in 2002. 
Ammenities include a 
24,000 sq. ft. Prairie Style 
Clubhouse with food 
and banquets by the Phil 
Stefani Restaurant Group 
and a 57-acre practice 
facility. Harborside is truly 
“Chicago’s Course.”

Lake Bluff Golf Club
847-234-6771
355 W Washington Ave
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
www.lakebluffgolfclub.com
proshop@lakebluffgolfclub.
com

18 holes
Yardage:  
 6589 yds – 4969 yds.
Rating/Slope:  
 71.3/124 - 67.0/114

Mon - Fri: $39 walking
Sat – Sun: $49 walking
Cart fees:  
 $18 (Mon – Sun)
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Lake Bluff Golf Club was 
established in 1968 and 
in its 44-year history the 
course has become a 
“must-play” destination 
for golfers. Located on 
the scenic North Shore of 
Chicago, the golf course 
is one of only a few 
public facilities offering 
private club caliber 
amenities.
 Lake Bluff Golf 
Club takes pride in 
the conditioning and 
playability of the course 
with features such as a 
million dollar state-of-the 
art irrigation system. The 
professionally stocked Pro 
Shop and the Village Grill, 
which serves delicious 
food and a wide selection 
of beverages, are a couple 
of the superior amenities 
available to guests of the 
club.
 Tee times specials are 
available exclusively 
through the club’s 
website.

The Highlands of Elgin
847-931-5950
875 Sports Way
Elgin, IL 60123
www.highlandsofelgin.com

18 Championship Golf Holes
Yardage: 6510 - 5568 yds.
Rating/Slope: 
 71.6/128 - 66.8/116

Mon - Fri:  
 $35 walk / $54 ride
Weekends / Holidays:  
 $43 walk / $62 ride
Jr./Sr. Rates: Weekdays  
 Only
Practice Facility: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

The new quarry nine and 
the original nine holes 
flow over beautiful rolling 
terrain, creating a diverse 
collection of holes. The 
new nine holes reclaim 
an old stone quarry, 
and are routed to take 
maximum advantage of 
the unique and dramatic 
landforms that were left 
behind. Four holes hug 
the top of the bluff thirty 
to forty feet above the 
water, providing golfers 
with incredible views and 
numerous shot options 
on each hole. 
 The prairie-style 
clubhouse with stunning 
golf course views is now 
open. The clubhouse 
features event rooms 
with expansive ceilings, 
full-scale food and 
beverage operations, 
locker rooms, and an 
expanded golf shop. The 
facility also features a 
lighted practice facility 
offering bent grass tees, 
30 hitting stations, short 
game area, and a 9,000 
sq. ft. putting green.

Glenview Park Golf 
Club
847-724-0250
800 Shermer Road
Glenview, IL 60025
www.golfglenview.com

18 holes
Par 70
6,133 yards

Mon - Th: 18 holes $39
Mon - Th Twilight: 
  9 holes $24
Mon - Th: Super Twilight:  
 (after 5 pm) $20
Fri - Sun: $48
Fri - Sun Twilight: 
 9 holes $30
Fri – Sun/Holidays Super 
Twilight:  
 (after 5 pm) $20
Cart Fees: 
 9 holes $10/rider
 18 holes $16/rider
 Twilight $13/rider
Tee Time Specials 
available at www.
golfglenview.com

Experience pure golfing 
enjoyment at the 
Glenview Park Golf Club. 
Beautifully landscaped 
with an extensive variety 
of trees, shrubs, and 
flowers, this 18-hole, 
6,133-yard, par-70 course 
features a choice of three 
bent grass tee boxes on 
every hole. The Glenview 
Park Golf Club offers the 
amenities of a private 
club but is open to the 
public and close to home.
 Since 1955, when 
the Glenview Park 
District purchased the 
Chesterfield Golf Course 
and began operating it 
as the Glenview Park 
Golf Club, the course 
has been continually 
upgraded and improved 
to add to your golfing 
enjoyment.

Ruffled Feathers
630-257-1000
1 Pete Dye Drive
Lemont, IL 60439
www.ruffledfeathersgc.com

18 Holes
Yardage: 6,898 - 6,015 yds.
Rating/Slope:  
 73.7/140 - 69.5/130

$95 until 3 pm.
$65 after 3 pm.
Juniors play free with 
paid adult.
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
 After 1:00 pm / 4:00 pm
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Weddings/ 
 Outings: Yes

Located just 30 minutes 
from downtown Chicago, 
Ruffled Feathers is a 
course that’s aesthetic 
beauty is matched only by 
the genius of its layout. We 
are the only Pete and P.B. 
Dye designed golf course 
in Chicagoland and a must 
play for any devoted golfer. 
A championship caliber, 
well-conditioned course 
awaits your arrival with one 
of the best group of par 3s 
in the state of Illinois. We 
offer all the comforts of a 
private club, and you will 
feel accommodated from 
the second you drive up 
until the end of your visit at 
our daily-fee public facility. 
Ruffled Feathers was 
ranked 14th Best Public 
Golf Course for Illinois 
Public Courses in 2010. 
 Amenities include 
spacious banquet facility 
with seating up to 275, 
full-service golf shop, PGA 
Instruction, 40-station bent 
grass tee practice facility, 
and golf carts equipped 
with ProLink ProStar GPS.

Mistwood Golf Club
815-254-3333
1700 W. Renwick Rd.
Romeoville, IL 60446
www.mistwoodgolf.net
info@mistwoodgolf.net

Home of the Illinois 
Women’s Open
Rated 4½ stars by Golf 
Digest 
Yardage: 6,768 - 5,231 yds.
Rating/Slope:
 72.2/137 - 69.8/126

Mon - Th: $35 - $41 walking
Fri - Sun: $42 - $61 walking
Cart Fee: $18
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes
IPGA Pro: Visanu Tongwarin

Centered around a 
beautiful 67-acre lake, 
Mistwood is designed 
to challenge and reward 
golfers of every level. 
From the moment you 
arrive at Mistwood you 
will relish a classic golf 
experience including 
impeccable split fairways, 
highly-manicured and 
terraced greens, and 
an expert and attentive 
staff. Designed by Ray 
Hearn, Mistwood hosts 
the prestigious Illinois 
Women’s Open and 
proudly features the five 
best finishing holes in the 
state. Other amenities 
include an 18-acre practice 
facility, a full-service pro 
shop, golf instruction, and 
a spectacular restaurant 
offering a versatile menu.
 Driving Directions to 
Club: Exit I-55 at Weber 
Rd and proceed south 
4 miles to Renwick Rd. 
Turn right. Club is one 
mile on the right. Only 40 
minutes from downtown!

Glencoe Golf Club
847-835 -0250
621 Westley Road
Glencoe, IL 60022 
www.glencoegolfclub.com

Weekday Fees
 Early bird: $30.00
 Prime: $ 41.00
 Twilight: $ 27.00
 Super Twilight: $ 22.00
Weekend Fees
 Prime: $ 49.00
 Twilight: $ 32.00
 Super Twilight: $ 22.00

•	Sr./Jr.	Discounts
•	Grass	Tee	Range
•	Outings	Available

Par 72, Yardage 6,539 
Rating / Slope
 Blue: 71.6/130
 White: 70.3/127
 Red: 72.8/127

The Glencoe Golf Club, 
known for excellent 
course conditions and 
lightning fast greens, 
features tree-lined 
fairways, native prairie 
grass corridors, and 
several water features 
throughout the property. 
A great escape from 
the sights and sounds 
of the city, located only 
20 minutes north of 
Chicago.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	Glencoe	Open-
 36-Hole Tournament
•	Senior	Championship
•	Night	Golf	-	Glow	Ball	
•	Hard	Course	Day	/	 
 Chili Open

Please visit our website 
for details.

Orchard Valley Golf 
Course
630-907-0500
2411 West Illinois 
Avenue
Aurora, IL 60506
www.orchardvalleygolf.com

6th Best Public Course 
in Illinois by GOLF 
Magazine
 
One of Chicagoland’s 
best public courses, Golf 
Digest ranks Orchard 
Valley 4½ Stars! A true 
championship layout 
featuring wetlands, lakes, 
roughs, water hazards, 
waterfalls, and more. 

•	Excellent	course	
conditions and guest 
service

•	6,750	yards	from	the	
tips, yet enjoyable for all 
skill levels

•	Conveniently	located	
minutes off I-88 & a 
short drive from the 
western suburbs

•	Visit	Orchard’s	Bar	&	
Grill for fantastic food & 
drink specials

PLUS…a program for 
everyone!
SAVE on every round 
with the OV Rewards 
PLUS program
UNLIMITED twilight golf 
and range with the PPP 
card.
Annual Memberships and 
MORE!
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Dave Pelz Scoring Game 
School
800-735-9868
www.pelzgolf.com

Eaglewood Resort and 
Spa
630-773-3510
1401 Nordic Rd.
Itasca, IL. 60143
www.eaglewoodresort.com
Par 72
Yardage 6,015 - 5,410 yds.
Weekday: $39.00 w/cart
 (Spring Rate)
Weekend: $45.00 w/cart
 (Spring Rate)
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Executive Womens’ Golf 
Association (EWGA)
866-210-5306
www.ewgachicago.org

The First Tee of Aurora & 
Fox Valley
630-499-0680
1001 Hill Avenue
Aurora, IL 60505
www.thefirstteeaurora.org

The First Tee of Greater 
Chicago
773-885-8258
2901 W. Lake Avenue, Suite A
Glenview, IL  60025
www.thefirstteegreaterchicago.
org

The First Tee of Hammond
219-228-2528
901 129th Street
Hammond, IN 46320
www.thefirstteehammond.org

Flagg Creek Golf Course
708-246-3336
6939 S. Wolf Road
Countryside, IL 60525
www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org
Par 33
Yardage: 2493 – 1865
Weekday: $18 (res. rate)
Weekend: $20 (res. rate)
Cart Fee: $16
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

GOLFChicago Magazine
815-741-8005
www.GolfChicagoMagazine.
com

Arrowhead
630-653-5800
26 W. 151 Butterfield Rd
Wheaton, IL 60189
www.arrowheadgolfclub.org
Par 71
27 Hole Golf Course
South/East  72/132
 Yardage: 6734
South/West 72/132
 Yardage: 6692
West/East 72/131
 Yardage: 6637
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes
Restaurant/Bar: Yes

Boughton Ridge
630-739-4100
Bolingbrook

Bridges of Poplar Creek 
Country Club
The Grill at Poplar Creek:
 847-781-3664
Banquet: 847-884-0219
Tee Times: 847-781-3681
Driving Range:  
 847-781-3653
Fax: 847-310-3621 
1400 Poplar Creek Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
www.poplarcreekcc.com

Bristol Oaks Golf Club
262-857-2302 
16801 75th St.
Bristol, WI 53104
www.bristoloaks.com

The Bull
800-5THEBULL
Sheyboygan Marchs, WI

Central Missouri’s Lake 
of the Ozarks
800-490-8474
125 East High St.
Suite 200
Jefferson, MO 65101
www.GolfAtLakeOfTheOzarks.
com

Coyote Run Golf Course
708-957-8700
800 Kedzie
Flossmoor IL 60422
Coyoterungolf.com
Par 71
Yardage: 6,478
Weekday: $50 w/cart
Weekend: $60 w/cart
Jr./Sr. Rates:  
 Yes, $31 w/cart,  
 Mon.-Thu. only
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Stonewall Orchard
847-740-4890
25675 W Highway 60
Grayslake, IL 60030-9629
www.stonewallorchard.
com
info@StonewallOrchard.
com

18 holes
Yardage: 7074 – 5375 yds.
Rating/Slope:  
 74.7/148 - 71.7/130

Mon - Th: $70 walking
Fri – Sun: $77 walking
Cart fees:  
 $14 (Mon – Th)
 $18 (Fri – Sun)
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

A Final Stage Qualifying 
site for the 2009 U.S. 
Open and host of the 
Illinois Section PGA 
Championship, the 
Arthur Hills-designed 
Stonewall Orchard Golf 
Club features 65,000 
mature pine and oak 
trees, rolling fairways, 
tranquil wetlands and 
native wildlife across 
18 brilliant holes. 
Consistently ranked as 
one the top courses 
in Illinois, Stonewall 
Orchard’s pure greens 
and perfectly manicured 
fairways make this a 
must-play for Chicago’s 
golf aficionados.

All information in this directory is provided by participating courses. GOLFChicago is not responsible or liable for errors or incorrect information.
Map © Copyright 2012 GOLFChicago Magazine. All rights reserved. 

Water’s Edge Golf 
Course
708-671-1032
7205 West 115th Street
Worth, IL 60482
www.watersedgegolf.com

Best Places To Play By 
Golf Digest

Water’s Edge is 
Chicago’s south side 
destination course. 
This championship 18-
hole golf course with 
bent grass greens and 
fairways offers:
•	Superior	course	
conditions and friendly 
service

•	6,400+	yards	of	golfing	
excellence, yet playable 
by all levels

•	Complete	day/night	
practice & range facility

•	Visit	The	Edge	Bar	&	
Grill for great meals and 
daily specials

PLUS…a program for 
everyone!
SAVE on every round 
with the Edge PLUS Pass
UNLIMITED twilight golf 
and range with the Edge 
Practice Club.
Much MORE!

Whisper Creek Golf 
Course
847-515-7680
12840 Del Webb 
Boulevard
Huntley,IL 60142
www.whispercreekgolf.com

Luxury Golf at a Whisper 
of a Price!

Whisper Creek Golf 
Club is a fair test for a 
gamut of golfers. From 
beginners to scratch 
golfers, anyone who 
appreciates a day on the 
course will come away 
feeling rewarded by a 
round at Whisper Creek. 
•	Meticulously	maintained	

course conditions
•	7,000+	yards	from	the	

tips; yet playable by all 
levels

•	5-star	experience	and	
service with a smile

•	20	minutes	west	of	
Schaumburg — an 
easy  commute from 
anywhere in the 
Chicago area.

 
PLUS…a program for 
everyone!
SAVE on every round 
with the Whisper 
Rewards PLUS program
UNLIMITED twilight golf 
and range with the PDP 
card.
Annual Memberships and 
MORE!

White Mountain Golf 
Park
708-478-4653
9901 179th Street
Tinley Park,IL 60477
whitemountaingolfpark.com

Learn. Practice. Play.

•	Executive	course	
offering 9 holes of 
competitive golf: 
surprising terrain and 
sloping greens make 
this layout fun for 
anyone — whether 
you’re an experienced 
professional or a 
beginner

•	Practice	Range	with	35	
artificial hitting stations, 
over 13,000 square feet 
of grass hitting stations, 
and heated, covered 
stalls

•	Mini	Golf	park	offering	
18 holes, including 
water features, 
elevation changes, and 
playful layouts

•	Professional	instruction	
for all levels and abilities

•	Fully	stocked	golf	shop	
featuring the latest in 
golf apparel, equipment, 
and accessories

•	Party	room	perfect	for	
events, fundraisers and 
more!

 
PLUS…earn FREE 
stuff with the Playback 
Rewards program – join 
TODAY!

Seven Bridges  
Golf Club
630-964-7777
One Mulligan Dr.
Woodridge, IL 60517
www.sevenbridges.com

18 holes
Yardage: 7111- 5262 yds.
Rating/Slope: 
 74.4/140 - 68.4/126

Spring Rates: $42 - $75
Summer Rates: $48 - $107
All Rates include golf cart 
equipped with GPS
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes 
 Putting and Chipping  
 Green & Hitting Bay
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Celebrating our Twenty-
first Anniversary, Seven 
Bridges Golf Club, 
conveniently located 
in Woodridge, Illinois, 
enjoys a reputation for 
being one of the most 
innovative golf courses in 
the market. Depending 
on tee placement, Seven 
Bridges provides a 
setting in which golfers 
of all levels have to rely 
on their own guile to 
make the right risk versus 
reward shot-making 
decisions. A scenic, 
perfectly-groomed 
course, this Dick Nugent 
design has matured and 
grown into its well-
deserved reputation as a 
challenging yet rewarding 
test of your game.
 Seven Bridges has been 
awarded 4 stars by Golf 
Digest and is the former 
host of the Michael 
Jordan Celebrity Golf 
Classic. 

Silver Lake Country 
Club
708-349-6940 ext.4
14700 S. 82nd Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60462
www.silverlakecc.com

North Course: 6,826 yds
South Course: 6,310 yds
Rolling Hills: Executive 9 

18-Hole Rates: 
Weekdays: $18 - $37
Weekends: $22 - $45
Carts: $10 - $16
Jr./Sr. Rate: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Midday Rates: Weekends
Banquets/Outings: Yes
Dir. of Golf: Bert Coghill

A Chicago Golf Tradition 
Since 1927. For four 
generations, the Coghill 
family has provided the 
finest golf experience in 
southwest Chicagoland. 
45 holes spread over three 
courses. The North Course 
features long par 4s, water 
hazards and well-trapped 
greens. The South Course 
plays long par 5s, tricky 
par 3s, eight water holes, 
and large greens. Rolling 
Hills, voted #1 9-hole 
course by Chicagoland 
golfers, is ideal for casual 
and junior golfers.

**NEW UPGRADES for 
2012! New Tee Time 
Intervals for Improved 
Pace of Play, Renovated 
Sand Traps, More 
Permanent Tee Times, 
Pro Shop Updates, 
Online Tee Times and a 
Golfer Awards Program. 
Join our Birthday Club 
for a FREE Round (when 
you bring a foursome). 
Visit our new website 
and book your tee times 
online for hassle-free 
reservations.
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Course Managers:  
For inclusion in this directory, or to update 
your listing, please call 815.741.8005  
or email us at  
dweretka@golfchicagomagazine.com.

The Good Stuff Extra

Seasonally Effective

For Him
Mizuno may be best known for their golf irons, but 
the company’s latest WarmaLite layering system is 
spot on for hitting the links during Midwestern shoulder 
seasons. The base layer is long sleeve polo with a 
lightweight, performance-driven design. The WarmaLite LS 
Performance Top utilizes a hollow fiber yarn that creates 
an insulation layer. WarmaLite’s mid layer has two options 
for performance and warmth. The ¼ Zip, like the base 
layer, offers DynoMotion Patterning that affords a full 
swing without your clothing inhibiting your shoulder turn.
$79.99 LS Performance Top
$89.99 ¼ Zip
www.mizunousa.com

For Her
New for 2012, Antigua is adding the Hero Tee to 

their ladies layer system. The Hero Tee is a long 
sleeve poly/spandex jersey face with a soft fleece 

underside. This mock serves as a stand-alone 
garment and as the base of the layering system. 

One of the company’s best selling styles, the 
Dexterity Vest is the second layer for performance. 
The reversible vest has a water-resistant shell and a 

microfleece lining. When reversed, the 
Dexterity Vest reveals a soft-to-the-

touch outer layer. 
$44.95 Hero Tee 

$65 Dexterity Vest
www.antigua.com

Glenview National 9  
Golf Club
847 657-1637
2800 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026
www.golfglenview.com
Email: glenviewnational9@ 
 glenviewparks.org
9 holes
2,000 yards
Par 31
Green Fees (per 9 holes)
Mon – Thu: $16
Fri – Sun/Holidays: $18
Juniors play free* Mon – 
Thu when accompanied by a 
paid adult. 
*Up to three juniors

Grand Geneva Resort and 
Spa
262-248-8811
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Green Meadows Golf 
Club
630-810-5330
18 W 201 West 63rd Street
Westmont, IL 60559
www.DuPageGolf.com
Par 30
Yardage: 1,888 - 1,545 yds.
Weekday:  
 $14 walk / $22 ride
Weekend:  
 $16 walk / $24 ride
*Frequent specials on  
 course Web site
Discount Program: Yes
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: No
Banquets/Outings: No

Hamilton County Golf
Indiana’s Premier Golf 
Destination!
Home of the 2012 BMW 
Championship
September 3-9 at Crooked 
Stick Golf Club
www.indianaspremiergolf.com

Illinois Golf Hall of Fame
847-729-5700 ext. 104
2901 W. Lake Avenue, Suite A
Glenview, IL 60025
www.illinoisgolfhof.org

Illinois Junior Golf 
Association (IJGA)
630-257-9806
11855 Archer Avenue
Suite 200
Lemont, IL 60439 

Illinois PGA
847-729-5700
www.ipga.com

Indian Oaks Country Club
815-824-2282
Shabbona, IL
9 Holes
3,379 yards
www.indianoakscc.com

Jacobson Golf Course 
Design, INC.
847-918-1361
1590 S. Milwaukee Ave.
Suite 101
Libertyville, IL 60048
www.
jacobsongolfcoursedesign.com

Kids Golf Foundation of 
Illinois
Golf Changes Kids’ Lives
630-466-0913
P.O. Box 610
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
www.kidsgolffoundation.org
Email: info@kidsgolffoundation.
org

Kinetic Performance 
Center 
847-532-4234 
www.
kineticperformancecenter.com

Links & Tees Golf Facility
630-458-2660
Addison, IL
Recognized in 2011 by Golf 
Range Magazine as one of 
the top 100 learning facilities 
in North America.
www.addisonparks.org

Maple Meadows Golf 
Club
630-616-8424
272 Addison Rd.
Wood Dale, IL 60191
www.DuPageGolf.com
West 18 - Par 70
Yardage: 6,438 - 5,339 yds.
Weekday: $27 walk / $44 
ride
Weekend: $35 walk / $52 
ride
*Frequent specials on  
 course website
East 9 – Par 34
Yardage: 2,815 - 2,427 yds.
Rate: $14 walk / $23 ride
Discount Program: Yes
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Martin Design 
Partnership, Ltd.
Golf Course Architecture 
and Design
630-482-2532
335 N. River Street
Suite 201
Batavia, IL 60510
www.mdpltd.com

Naperbrook Golf Course
630-378-4215
22204 W. Hassert Boulevard
Plainfield, IL 60585
www.naperbrookgolfcourse.org
Par 72
Yardage: 6677
Weekday: $38
Weekend: $48
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes 
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Oak Brook Golf Club
630-368-6400
2606 York Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
www.oak-brook.org/recreation
Par 72
Yardage 6541 - 5341 yds
Weekday: $65.00 w/cart
Weekend: $69.00 w/cart
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Oak Meadows Golf Club
630-595-0071
900 N. Wood Dale Road
Addison, IL 60101
www.DuPageGolf.com
Par 71
Yardage: 6,718 - 5,628 yds.
Weekday: $32 walk / $49 ride
Weekend:  
 $40 walk / $57 ride
*Frequent specials on  
 course Web site
Discount Program: Yes
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: No

Scoring Zone Golf 
Schools
847-549-8678
White Deer Run Golf Club
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
www.toddsonees.com

SentryWorld
866-479-6753
Stevens Point, WI
18 holes
Par 72
6,951 yards
www.sentryworld.com

Shepherd’s Crook
847-872-2080
351 N. Green Bay Rd.
Zion, IL 60099
www.shepherdscrook.org

Shiloh Park
847-746-5500
23rd and Bethesda Blvd.
Zion, IL 60099
www.shilohparkgolf.com

Springbrook Golf Course
630-848-5060
2220 W. 83rd Street
Naperville, IL 60564
www.springbrookgolfcourse.org
Par 72
Yardage: 6,896
Weekday: $40.00
Weekend: $50.00
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes 
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Village Greens
630-985-3610
Woodridge

Western Golf Association 
/ Evans Scholars 
Foundation
www.westerngolfassociation.
com

White Pines Dome
630-776-0304, ext. 5
Bensenville, IL
www.whitepinesdome.som

Zigfield Troy Par 3
630-985-9860
1535 W. 75th Street
Woodridge, IL 60517
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Justin Time

On The Corkscrews

Leo McNeal 

Justin Vineyards and Winery is located in 
Paso Robles in California’s Central Coast 

region. William Randolph Hearst’s famous 
“castle,” San Simeon, is due west over the Sierra 
Madre mountains.
 Justin was founded in 1981 by Justin 
Baldwin when he planted the 160 acre prop-
erty with the major grapes of Bordeaux, and the 
emphasis on Bordeaux-style blends and single 
varietals remains to this day. In addition to the 
estate vineyard, Justin sources grapes from thir-
teen affiliated growers in the area.
 The winery’s three prime areas of focus are: 
a “left bank” Bordeaux-style blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc, named 
Isosceles, Justin’s flagship and most well-known 
offering; Justification, it’s “right bank” Merlot 
and Cabernet Franc cousin; and varietal bot-
tlings of Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah. They 
also produce limited amounts of Tempranillo, 
Zinfandel, Malbec, Petit Verdot, Port, 
Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, and Viognier.
 For these varietals, each year Justin commis-
sions a different artist to execute the art portion 
of the label. The winery buildings and their 
surrounding vineyards are always the subject 
matter, the idea being that the artists’ inter-
pretation of the winery is like the winemaker’s 
interpretation of the vineyard’s grapes.
 In addition to the tasting room, there is also 
an inn and restaurant on the property.
2010 Sauvignon Blanc $14
This unoaked wine spent five and a half months 
in stainless steel before bottling. It is almost color-
less, with hints of pale straw and delicate green.
 The nose offers aromas of fresh peach, citrus 
notes dominated by ruby grapefruit, and a hint 
of coconut.
 On the palate the wine is dry, with bright 
acidity, and some of the peach flavor carries 
over from the nose. The body has very good 
structure for a sauvignon blanc. 
 Although we can’t complain much about 
this mild winter, an even nicer spring is coming, 
so get ready to pair this wine with Rosemary-
Lemon Chicken, Crab and Shrimp Etouffee, 
or Broiled Scallops.
2009 Cabernet Sauvignon $26
After a balanced growing season and unchal-
lenging harvest, Justin’s ‘09 cabernet was 

leo849@mchsi.com

matured for 16 months in French and American 
oak, 33% of it new. 
 In the glass, this wine is a not-quite opaque 
ruby red. It features aromas of black fruits, with 
a vanilla note from the oak. Surprisingly, there 
were almost no legs.
 Its taste offers up red and black cherries and 
red currents, although the fruit is somewhat 
recessive, and is reflective of Justin’s preference 
for an old-world style, rather than what one 
might usually expect from the Central Coast. 
The wine is nicely tannic, with a medium finish.
 This food-friendly wine would work well 
with Yankee Pot Roast, Creole Pork Chops, or 
Chicken Cacciatore.
 Your questions, comments, and sugges-
tions about this column, wines, or spirts are 
always welcome. Feel free to drop me an email 
at leo849@mchsi.com. 

Graham’s Quinta Dos Malvedos  
2009 Vintage Porto [$55]
In the Douro valley of Portugal, home of true Port wines, 
only the finest years are declared as Vintages, the best of the 
best. The last declared vintage was 2007.
 However, the grapes grow every year, of course, and the 
foremost houses still have a high-quality product to offer even 
in non-declared years. This is usually released as a single quinta 
[Portugese for farm, but understood as vineyard or estate] bot-
tling. These wines also receive a vintage designation, rather 
than being used for more anonymous blended ports. 
 Graham’s Quinta dos Malvedos is just such a prod-
uct, a ruby port expressing Graham’s finest efforts of 
2009. This wine has seen two years in barrel, and 
although I’m sure it will age well, I suggest drink-
ing it now. The wine is delightfully approachable, 
with none of the aggressive characteristics so 
often seen in a young Vintage Port.
 The alcohol, tannins, and fruit are nicely bal-
anced, with the palate displaying the classic port 
flavors of cassis and blackberries. 
 Enjoy this wine either as an aperitif or with 
dessert (blue cheese and walnuts are traditional, 
but chocolate mousse would be delicious as well). 
And, please forgo fussy liqueur glasses or port 
“pipes;” a white wine glass will do just fine. 

On The Shelf

The Man Who Built the PGA Tour

Between the Covers

Deane Beman: Golf’s Driving Force
By Adam Schupak
365 pages
ISBN: 9-780615-458793
East Cottage Press
www.eastcottage press.com

Can you name the man who had a coup 
d’état staged against him by Jack 

Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer? The out-
come of that rebellion changed the face of 
professional golf. The man who went head-
to-head with two of golf ’s demigods was 
Deane Beman. Prior to Beman becoming 
commissioner of the PGA Tour, profession-
al golf was an arm of the PGA of America 
and the Tour had the foresight of a mayf ly. 
From 1974 to 1994, Beman built a brand 
that has become a billion dollar enterprise. 

 Beman came into the Tour’s off ice 
after a steady yet unremarkable profes-
sional playing career. His runner-up at 
the 1969 U.S. Open and four career PGA 
Tour victories pale when compared to his 
accomplishments as the Tour’s commis-
sioner: creation of the Tour’s tax-exempt 
status (resulting in 1.6 billion dollars for 
charities and organizations); development 
of the TPC network of golf clubs; initiation 
of a development tour, and presentation of 
a product to the world that created bidding 
wars between the television networks. If 
there is one man to thank for the PGA Tour 
becoming an international commodity, his 
name is Deane Beman.
 Deane Beman: Golf ’s Driving Force has 
already earned a place among golf ’s indis-
pensable biographies; moreover, Deane 
Beman: Golf ’s Driving Force is a timeline 
explaining how the game we watch today 
became one of the majors in terms of pro-
fessional sports. Award-winning journalist 
Alan Schupak’s research and interviews with 
over 200 prominent individuals in the golf 
world are in fact the tome for the history 
of professional golf from 1974 to the Tiger 
Woods era. As a senior writer for Golfweek, 
Schupak’s connections give him access to 
golf ’s “A” list. As a result, Schupak deliv-
ers candid, primary source reporting on the 
events and behind the scenes drama, which 
make up the most exciting two decades in 
the Tour’s history. 

Visit our 

GOLFChicago 
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on facebook.
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Chicago-area fans 

shouldn’t have 

to drive hours in 

any direction to 

see a professional 

tournament. 

Ten years ago the summer calendar in Illinois 
included two PGA and LPGA Tour events as 

well as Nationwide and Champions Tour tournaments.
 As we peel the shrink-wrap off 2012, all that’s left 
is the John Deere Classic in Silvis, Illinois. Of course, 
the Ryder Cup comes to the state for the first time in 
September at Medinah Country Club, but the dearth 
of annual events is troubling.
 PGA Tour veteran and Winfield native Kevin 
Streelman said it best: “Going forward, it’s kind of 
a bummer.”
 Fortunately several championships are with-
in driving distance, beginning with the Senior 
PGA Championship at The Golf Club at Harbor 
Shores in Benton Harbor, Michigan, the week of 
May 22-27, followed by the U.S. Women’s Open at 
Blackwolf Run in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, July 5-8. 
The BMW Championship will be held at Crooked 
Stick on September 3-9 in Carmel, Indiana. 
 Watching Steve Stricker go for four straight at 
the JDC will be fun, and in a Ryder Cup year that 
tournament wil l mean more to American play-
ers (paging Kenny Perry), but Chicago-area fans 
shouldn’t have to drive hours in any direction to 
see a professional tournament. 
 “It’s disappointing,” Streelman said. “[Chicago] 
is such a great, especially public, golf town with 
such great courses.”
 When it comes to the barren landscape of profes-
sional golf in this state, the simple question is “Why?” 
The answers are far from simple, however.
 There are plenty of tour-quality golf courses here, 
most of which are private. To this point, those mem-
berships haven’t wanted to give up their club on an 
annual basis. More importantly, there hasn’t been a 
sponsor willing to take advantage of the third largest 
market in the country. To that end, how hard are any 
of these tours actually working to bring an annual 
event back to the Windy City?
 “It’s al l part of the deal. That’s the way it’s 
always been,” Streelman said. “You’ve got to have 
that relationship between the tour, the city, and 
the corporate sponsor, and it’s got to be a nice, 
synergistic relationship.”
 If you think about it though, the lack of golf 
here isn’t that surprising. The move of the former 
Western Open to September proved you absolutely 
cannot put golf up against the start of school and 
football. You also can’t have a tournament here until 
June at the earliest.

 That leaves a three-month window to hold an 
event, and asking a course to seriously limit and 
then stop play during its prime earning season is 
tough. Over the years, the Jemsek family has been 
the only course owner willing to do so, and look 
what they got in return.
 A less talked about factor in all this may be that in 
the Chicago area, the Fourth Estate has been deci-
mated. The average fan may not care about media 
coverage, but the sponsors and the tours do. The 
newspapers in and around Chicago just don’t cover 
golf like they used to. It’s also an afterthought for 
radio and television during baseball season, a Bulls 
or Blackhawks playoff run, or Bears training camp. 
 Chicago may be the third largest market in the 
country but when it comes to the way the tours view 
us; it feels a lot like Smallville.
•  The USGA and the R&A loosened the Windsor knot 
a bit this off-season, changing three ridiculous rules to 
allow the game to be played with, well, common sense. 
The biggest change you’ll hear about is to Rule 18-2b, 
where if the ball moves after address (oftentimes on 
greens) the player isn’t penalized and the ball can be 
played from its new position. Rule 13-4 was changed 
to let a player smooth out sand or dirt in a hazard at 
any time, as long as it’s not improving stance, swing, 
or line of play. The last rule change should make Jim 
Furyk happy – if a player misses his or her tee time 
within five minutes, it’s a two-stroke penalty rather 
than a DQ.
 Now if they will only do something about those 
belly putters.
• World No. 1 Luke Donald has been a breath of 
fresh air since ascending to golf’s top spot in that 
he’s not afraid to use his status to deliver some mes-
sages – unlike the last long-running top dog, er, cat. 
The Englishman has taken on slow play, pushed for 
the BMW Championship at his home club at Conway 
Farms, and poked at the PGA Tour for suddenly with-
holding its 2011 Player of the Year ballots last fall.
 I talked with Donald about this during an event at 
Cress Creek Country Club in Naperville back in October.
 “I think with that number one ranking comes a 
lot more responsibility, a lot more media requests, a 
lot more time commitments and I have to be a little 
bit more careful with what I say,” he said with a 
chuckle. “I think that’s a responsibility [being No.1] 
brings and fortunately I’ve been able to deal with 
it pretty well. I haven’t let those distractions affect 
me on the golf course.” 

Wherefore Art Thou…Golf?

From The Fringe

Jim Owczarski on the PGA Tour




